Fri. p.m. 5/17/02

MEN’S RETREAT NNED 2002
Dennis Marquardt – General session speaker

Lake Ossipee Conference Center

Freedom, NH.
“THE BAPTISM OF THE SPIRIT”

“Men Of The Spirit”
TEXT:

Acts 1:4-8,  2:1-21;  John 20:22

INTRO:
It is ironic that today the Baptism of the Holy Spirit divides the body of Christ and is so controversial -- in the book of Acts it came upon the believers because of their UNITY!  ( "being in one accord ..." )  Bring up the gifts of the Holy Spirit or the baptism of the Holy Spirit and many Christians get nervous and uncomfortable!  Yet, in the New Testament there was no nervousness with Spirit baptism or in the acceptance of the gifts, they were assumed to be a part of the church and believer and was for all believers and churches!

There is a new hunger for spiritual power in the church today.  We live in a world where we need God’s power to walk by faith.  It is not insignificant that Jesus told His disciples to "wait for the promise of the Spirit" before starting ministry!  If the early church and believer NEEDED the baptism of the Holy Spirit before embarking on ministry, why would we think we don't today?

ILLUS:

I want to share with you a question by Martyn Lloyd-Jones, who is certainly not known as a Pentecostal preacher.  When he held the great pulpit at Westminster Chapel in London as the great preacher of Reformed theology, near the end of his life -- and some say at the very pinnacle of his ministry -- he asked his congregation a question.  He said, "I want to talk to you today about the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  You may call it what you want, but I want to know, have you experienced the fullness of the Spirit?  I know all of you listening to me come as I do from a Reformed background.  But it's not good enough.  I know that all of you would want to say to my question about the Holy Spirit, 'Well, we got it all at conversion; there's no need for any more experience.'  Well," said Martyn Lloyd-Jones, "I have only one other question to ask you.  If you got it all at conversion, where in God's name is it?" -- Robert L. Roxburgh, "The Right Ambition," Preaching Today, Tape 61.
PROP. SENT:
 The Bible teaches that the baptism of the Holy Spirit is for all believers, and that it is God's gift to help us TO BE what we can't be in our own strength.

I.
PROMISE     1:4-7


A.
Provision   1:4-5



1.
Do I (or you!) need the baptism of the Holy Spirit?  YES!




a.
It is absolutely critical!!!




b.
We cannot do a heavenly job with earthly powers!
c.
Notice Jesus' instructions to His disciples here, "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised ..."
d.
There is no hesitation in Jesus' statements about the importance of this baptism of the Holy Spirit!

e.
He would not send them out to preach the Gospel without this gift.

2.
This gift IS NOT their salvation experience, that had already happened following Jesus' resurrection -- Jesus said in John 20:22 "And with that He breathed on them and said, 'Receive the Holy Spirit.'"
a.
Jesus had already given them the Holy Spirit following His resurrection, the New Covenant was already in effect at that point.

b.
This experience in the upper room was not about conversion, it was about provision!
3.
The Christian and the church must have God’s power, and that is what the Baptism of the Holy Spirit is all about, “you shall receive power after the Holy Spirit has come upon you …”
ILLUS:

A garage man in Mangum, Oklahoma, answered the distress call of a woman motorist, 
whose car had stalled. He examined the car and informed her that it was out of gas. "Will it 
hurt," she asked, "if I drive it home with the gas tank empty?" -- Donald Grey Barnhouse, Let 
Me Illustrate (Fleming H. Revell, 1967), p. 45.
4.
Too often we think because we call ourselves “Pentecostal” that it means we are full of the Spirit … a great name isn’t the same as a great infilling!
ILLUS:

One New Year's Day, in the Tournament of Roses parade, a beautiful float suddenly sputtered and quit. It was out of gas. The whole parade was held up until someone could get a can of gas. The amusing thing was this float represented the Standard Oil Company. With its vast oil resources, its truck was out of gas.  Often, Christians neglect their spiritual maintenance, and though they are "clothed with power" (Luke 24:49) find themselves out of gas. -- Steve Blankenship, Edmond, Oklahoma. Leadership, Vol. 6, no. 1.
5.
When the tabernacle in the Old Testament and the temple were dedicated upon completion they were both filled with the Spirit of God powerfully … and in the New Testament WE are the Temple of the Holy Spirit as a believer and as a church … we too should be filled!
B.
Perspective    1:6-7

1.
The disciples are hardly listening to Jesus … they are more caught up on trying to figure out future times than realizing how important it was to be ready in the time they lived!

a.
They are asking Jesus about the future ... and He is trying to equip them for the present!

b.
Some things never change, bring up the baptism of the Holy Spirit today and see how fast the subject changes!!!!
2.
They needed to get their focus off the future right now and look at how the Spirit of God will help them in the present.

3.
The gift of the Holy Spirit was to empower them for the present not just the future.

4.
The Baptism of the Spirit radically changed those in the upper room!



a.
Previously they were frightened and in hiding!

b.
Only days earlier they had thought the women who had brought them news of Jesus’ resurrection were “talking nonsense” (Greek word here is “Laros” which literally means, “babbling nonsense.”  (Luke 24:11)

c.
Would Jesus ask them to “wait” for this gift if it wasn’t truly necessary?

d.
Would Jesus have asked them ALL to wait if it wasn’t intended for “ALL?”

e.
Would Jesus ask them to wait for the power of the Holy Spirit baptism before going out and ministering if it wasn’t necessary?

5.
If we want first century type ministry we need a first century kind of baptism, a Holy Spirit baptism!

ILLUS:

The late Dr. A. W. Tozer, author and pastor, said, "If the Holy Spirit was withdrawn from the church today, 95 percent of what we do would go on and no one would know the difference. If the Holy spirit had been withdrawn from the New Testament church, 95 percent of what they did would stop, and everybody would know the difference." -- Alan Redpath in "Christian Life" magazine. Christianity Today, Vol. 29, no. 18.
II.
POWERFUL     1:8;  2:1-21


A.
Power     1:8a;   2:1-4

1.
Jesus now shifts their attention from the coming kingdom to the coming Spirit.




a.
They will receive POWER WHEN the Holy Spirit comes!

b.
It wasn't just an intellectual ascent to the Spirit's reality that happened on Pentecost ... it was POWER!

c.
They would KNOW that something happened to them, this power is REAL not imagined, or just accepted by faith that it had happened, they KNEW it had happened!

2.
The power was clearly evident!




a.
There was the sound of a mighty rushing wind!




b.
There was fire in the room and over their heads, fire represents power!

c.
They were ALL speaking in other tongues in a loud enough voice that it caught the attention of those in the temple area.

d.
Their own power and abilities were NOT ENOUGH; the Spirit’s power is real!
3.
Something powerful had happened ... everyone today is happy to accept the baptism of the Holy Spirit IF it is without the mighty signs and power!!!!



4.
Why tongues?

a.
James said in his Epistle that “the tongue is the most unruly member of the body” (James 3:6) and “the last member to submit to God.”  What makes greater sense than to have the tongue come under the control of the Holy Spirit as the immediate physical evidence that someone has just been BAPTIZED (immersed) in the Holy Spirit?

b.
This is the most logical and obvious initial physical evidence considering all the teaching on the corrupt nature of the tongue ... BUT it is not the ONLY evidence of the baptism of the Spirit!

c.
Ongoing evidences include the fruits of the Spirit and the changed life.
d.
There is certainly MORE to the baptism of the Holy Spirit than speaking in tongues, but it is not an unimportant part either.

B.
Purpose    2:5-21

1.
When filled, Peter immediately notices a difference in HIS OWN LIFE!


a.
No longer afraid … though days earlier he was hiding!

b.
He stands up and preaches, this time with great results; never did he have this kind of results from his ministry before being baptized in the Spirit.

(1.
The fastest growing segment of Christianity world wide is Pentecostals!



(2.
This should be no surprise!

2.
The Baptism of the Holy Spirit doesn’t necessarily make you better than other Christians, it makes you better than you however … and thus is of great importance and value!

a.
The disciples and the church came alive in power when they were filled with the Holy Spirit.

b.
Everything changed after they were baptized in the Holy Spirit; this is still true!

c.
Behind the disciples was the ever present power of God’s Spirit at work.

ILLUS:

Years ago the throne of Russia was occupied by two young boys. The co-czars were very young, yet daily they decided the gravest questions. The people marveled at their judgment; not knowing that behind the throne, hidden by a curtain, was the Princess Sophia. She was secretly supplying the answers.  People marveled at the apostles because they did not know that within the apostles was the Holy Spirit supplying the knowledge, the wisdom, the power. -- Robert C. Shannon, 1000 Windows, (Cincinnati, Ohio: Standard Publishing Company, 1997).
3.
Why would anyone NOT want this gift?  For what reason would you NOT want to be baptized in the Holy Spirit?

4.
The crowd asked a good question when they heard the disciples all speaking in tongues, they asked, “What meaneth this?” and Peter is quick to give them an answer:

a.
First Peter tells the crowd they are not drunk … this is a good thing not a bad thing!

b.
Next Peter tells them this experience is rooted in Scripture, “this is that which the prophet Joel spoke about …” it is not a man made experience, it has biblical authority.

c.
It was meant for ALL … then and now:  Acts 2:39 “The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off -- for all whom the Lord our God will call." – It is for us today too!

5.
Paul talked about being filled with the Spirit constantly … repeatedly in Eph. 5:18 “Be filled with the Spirit” is literally in Greek, “Be constantly being filled with the Spirit.”



a.
What do you want?




b.
Jesus asked them to wait for the baptism, He won’t force it on you.




c.
It surely will make a difference however!

CONCLUSION:
Too many Christians see the Baptism of the Holy Spirit as an "option," but nowhere in Acts is it seen this way!  Jesus asked ALL the disciples to "wait for the promise" -- and on the day of Pentecost they were ALL filled.  In Samaria they were ALL filled, (Acts 8) at Cornelius' house they were ALL filled, (Acts 10) In Ephesus they were ALL filled. (Acts 19)  There is little doubt that the disciples were radically changed after receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  It is a gift, received by faith -- have you received since you believed?
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