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All of us from time to time need a refreshing or a reawakening. The theme for Invest Conference 
2023 is “Awaken from the Inside Out.” A number of years ago I found myself in a very dark place. 
I felt weak, anemic and drifting aimlessly on the ocean of life. Without even realizing it I had 
gradually slipped into a multilayered well of depression. I felt like the Ancient Mariner, “Water, 
water, everywhere, and all the boards did shrink; water, water, everywhere, nor any drop to 
drink.” (Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 1798) My spiritual and emotional marine forecast was zero 
visibility in dense fog. Energy was gone, motivation was gone, I was stressed out, burned out and 
depressed.  
There was a counselor with whom I consulted often while helping others who were walking 
through their dark times. This time, however, the consultation was for me. We talked about many 
things, not the least of which was my inability to sense a connection with the Spirit of God. My 
praying, Bible reading, worship and praise was as dry as Sahara sand. He asked me if I was open 
to a suggestion, and of course, I said yes. When you go to sleep at night he said, and again when 
you wake up in the morning, pray this short prayer, “Lord, awaken my spirit.” I could do that, but 
probably not much more was my response. I took his advice and began to pray as he suggested, 
“Lord awaken my spirit.”  
Little by little the fog began to thin, inch by inch it began to lift. It took a long time but gradually, oh 
so gradually, the fog rolled away. It was not an abrupt awakening like hearing the alarm clock. It 
was more like coming out of anesthesia – a slow refocusing over time.  
My spirit needed an awakening. I needed to have the fog lifted so I could see again. That little 
prayer helped me immensely because it was directed to the only ONE who is always in the light. 
HE is light and in HIM there is no darkness at all. HE is the FATHER of lights with whom there is 
no variation or shifting shadow. (1 John 1:5; James 1:17) 
Can you identify with me? Maybe a fog had settled in over you as it did over me. Maybe the 
weight of life and ministry has you in need of an awakening. I offer that simple prayer to you as 
was offered to me. “Lord, awaken my spirit.” Let the Spirit of God touch your spirit and bring you 
an awakening from the inside out. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Dan   
 
Check out the Videos  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=d4W8tt7B0BI 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=PcmqSfr1ENY  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_Taylor_Coleridge


Charity - Provision of help or relief to the poor. 

Turn on any news program or check the headlines on your laptop or iPhone, and almost certainly there will be a story about 
the financial mess we find ourselves in. Stories of unfunded mandates, budget deficits, bankruptcies, and demands for more 
seem to multiply each day. Promises have been made that truly will be impossible to fulfill. The specter of class warfare raises 
its ugly head on a regular basis, and political dogmas are built on shaky moral principles about gain, need, and want. What is 
the difference between want and need? What is a society’s responsibility to the needy and poor? What should our expectations 
be from our fellow citizens? You will probably not like the Biblical principles involved whether you are the richest of the rich or 
the poorest of the poor.  

Everything must work through two Biblical truths, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, and soul”, and “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” How do these two things apply to financial or material principles? Simple. The Kingdom of God is not 
about what you have or don’t have, but it is about your love of God, and your relationship with others. That is how the world is 
designed to function. There have been many who have accused the church of not helping those in need, and sometimes that 
accusation was legitimate, but it has not always been right, because they have forgotten the first of the two truths. You may think 
it is trite to offer a man eternity when he is hungry, but that is only because your worldview is skewed by the world you live in. 

 “What does it profit a man to gain the whole world and lose his soul?” We must realize that living and dying here is only the 
start of our journey, a journey that will be either with God in eternity, or without Him in eternal misery. If you have a gift like that 
to offer, do not think it stupid, senseless, or somehow worth less than the gift of a loaf of bread or a loan payment. God’s gift of 
relationship with Him is infinitely more valuable than the glass of water or the basket of grain. For if I were to die tonight without 
food and bread I would still be welcomed into His family, but if I died without Him, the outcome would be disastrous. That does 
not mean we preach at people and do nothing else. Once we get our perspective right, we will also realize we are God’s hands 
and feet on this earth. We do have a responsibility to use that which we have been entrusted with to help those in need around 
us. 

There is a wonderful dream that is sometimes annunciated of ending world hunger and poverty. That if all mankind would 
come together united by a common purpose we could somehow bring about a miraculous change in attitude, distribution, and 
supply. It would seem to fit with the second truth we listed above. If I love my neighbor as myself, I should want them to have all 
I have and be willing to sacrifice what I have to make it happen. Yes, we should be willing...and no it will not work. What? The 
truth is that through the machinations of humankind there will never be an end to hunger. To begin with we have no control over 
nature itself. We can’t bring rain, or sun. And without abiding by the first truth above, we will not even be able to get the supplies 
we need to those who need them.  

There will be avarice and greed to stand in the way. Recent headlines speak of leaders who have plenty and will not share 
with their own people who have none, of speculators who for their own gain will drive up the price of foodstuffs to a point where 
the poor cannot afford them. Even our well-intentioned government cannot supply people’s need, because it is an entity devoid 
of humanity, an organization, a distribution service. 

That is the difference between the church and everyone else. The church in its true sense as the body of Christ are the 
individuals, the people, joined together in unity under the banner of Jesus. The government cannot love neighbors, the food 
shelf cannot love neighbors (they can however be the tools used to facilitate distribution), but the members of the body of Christ 
have neighbors and can love them. True charity comes from living out our relationship with God here on earth. We are stewards 
of God’s provision, and we should gladly share with others to help meet their needs. But it requires the selflessness of 
individuals sold out to following the principles of God to make this happen. There is no inherent right of the poor and needy to 
take what they want or need. But there is an inherent responsibility of those who have to give to those who are less fortunate, to 
help those who cannot help themselves. This is not the government’s responsibility, it is our responsibility. Because of what God 
has done for us, and what He requires of us, we should and must be His agents on this earth. Love is not just a principle 
spouted from our lips when we are feeling virtuous, but it is shown in our actions, our giving. Be Christlike, be selfless, be loving, 
be charitable.   

(This column is reprinted from the May 2011 Fellowship News) 
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DISTRICT SCHOOL OF MINISTRY 

The Fall semester will start in September, so this is the time for you to 
consider a great opportunity for learning here in NNED. Whether you are 

interested in pursuing educational requirements for credentials, 
refreshing some of those biblical and ministry areas you would like to 

grow in, or just like to learn with a small group of like-minded individuals, 
DSOM is the place for you. Take a moment to glance at some of the 
courses we are offering in the upcoming months, and then get the 

answers to all your questions by going to http://nnedaog.org/
districtschool/. We look forward to seeing you. 

Course Locations: 

 ♦ District Office: Certified, Licensed and 
Ordination Level Courses 

 ♦ Milton, VT: Certified and Licensed 
Level Courses 

 ♦ Thomaston, ME: Certified Level 
Courses 

Course Fees: 

♦ One-time new student enrollment fee: $25 

♦ Tuition fee per course: $55 

(includes Study Guide) 

♦ Class Audit: $25 

♦ Textbooks are the responsibility of the student. 

Certified Level 

New Testament Survey - Sept. 9 
Intro to Pentecostal Doctrine -  

Oct. 14 
Spirit Empowered Churches -  

Nov. 11 
Synoptic Gospels - Dec. 2 

 

Licensed Level 

Acts - Sept. 9 
Romans - Oct. 14 

Leadership Skills - Nov. 11 
Intro to Homiletics - Dec. 2 

 

 

 

Ordained Level 

Pentateuch - Sept. 9 
Prayer & Worship - Oct. 14 

Corinthians - Nov. 11 
Preaching in Context - Dec. 2 
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District Directors 
District School of Ministry Director: Ed Shearer 

Together Women Director: Abi Cyr 
Men/Discipleship: Ed Shearer 

NextGen Director/I.T.: Travis Nichelson 
Intercultural Ministries: Lisa Marie Thibault 

Royal Rangers Commander: Timothy Haynes 
Girls Ministries Director: Vacant 

 

District Officers and Sectional Presbyters 
Superintendent: Daniel Abbatiello 

Secretary/Treasurer: Edwin Shearer 
Assistant Superintendent: Scott Batchelder 
Joseph Cyr, Jr. (SE), Joseph Gnatek (SW),  

Michael Hood (A), Jason Johnstone (N),  
Michael Oldham (NW), R Thomas Wagers (NC),  

Philip Wood (C) 

What is the Prayer Force? The Prayer Force is a group of believers from across Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont who agree to pray 
for a fresh move of God in our District. We are looking for individuals who are willing to set aside time throughout their day to purposefully 
pray for various areas in our District. 

Who can join the Prayer Force? Anyone of any age that truly desires to see the Lord of the harvest send laborers into His harvest. 

What is our prayer focus? Please pray with us in the following areas: 

 ► Fresh vision and insight for all of our pastors and leaders ► New churches planted 

 ► Unity in our churches and among our churches  ► Church health and vitality 

 ► Fresh anointing of the Spirit    ► Authentic disciples 

 ► People saved, healed, delivered and filled with the Holy Spirit ► Community impact 

 ► People called in vocational ministry    ► A heart for the lost 

  

  

  
If you would like to part of the Prayer Force, please fill out the form below and send it to the District Office.  
Our mailing address is NNED AG, 501 Riverside Street, Portland, ME 04103-1034. 

 
Full Name:   

Church:   

Email:   

Phone:   
Scan the QR Code 

to go to www.nnedaog.org 
to sign up. 


