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“One thing I do: Forgetting what
is behind and straining toward
what is ahead, I press on toward
the goal to win the prize for which
God has called me heavenward in
Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 3:13-14 (NIV)

Depending on religious or cultural backgrounds, prayer may arouse off-putting images that cause some to shy away from this blessing. Some
may think of long soliloquy-like recitations in Shakspearian English by robed clergy. Others may think of long extended periods of time on their
knees draped over their bed. And who will not feel intimidated by the prophet Daniel who prayed three times a day every day, fasted and prayed
twenty-one days straight waiting for the angelic messenger to arrive with his answer? Some may recall the agony of Jesus in Gethsemane as He
sweat great drops of blood. A few may feel they could never measure up when they hear testimonies of great faith leaders of the past such as
Luther, Wesley, Brainard and Hyde, men who literally altered the course of history by their praying.
Today, I want to pull back the curtain and go back stage for a moment and look at the beauty of communion with God. One evening while in
Bible college, I became very troubled (about what I can no longer recall). I went to the prayer room in the dorm and began to pour out my heart
to God. I spoke to Him about all my concerns, articulated my frustrations and difficulties and did so until I was exhausted.
Feeling drained, I paused momentarily. In that moment of silence, I heard the Lord speak to me. Not in an audible voice, but a verbal
impression rose up from my heart to my mind. The Lord said, “Well, are you done yet?” In stunned silence, I continued to listen as He went on to
say, “There is nothing you can tell me that I don’t already know, but there may be a few things I can tell you that you don’t know.” I received the
Lord’s loving rebuke and continued to listen. He then drew my attention to a scripture. “Call to Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you
great and mighty things, which you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3) That evening I took a course in prayer for which I had not registered that
semester - one from which I still receive great value.
The most important lesson I learned that night was that prayer involved listening. The ability to discern the voice of the Spirit is the most
significant element of prayer. Mike, a former staff member of mine, had previously served as an air-traffic controller for Pan-American Airlines
and spent time in Saudi Arabia. He observed the Middle-Eastern shepherds with their flocks. Many different flocks of sheep would often graze
together in the same field. However, when one of the shepherds called, only his flock would follow. Jesus declared, “My sheep hear my voice,
and I know them, and they follow me.” (John 10:27) The key to prayer is learning to hear the voice of the Shepherd. (Mike also shared that an
Arab trader offered him 2 camels for his wife but that’s a story for another time. For the record he didn’t take the deal.)
Jesus also told the disciples that it was to their benefit that He go away so that the Spirit would come. The Spirit would not only be with them
but in them and would also teach them everything they needed to know. (John 14: 16, 26) Acts 8, 10, 11, 13, 16, 20, 21, Hebrews 3 all record,
“the Spirit said…”
As was my case, it is possible that many limit their praying to merely expressing their thoughts and feelings to God and asking Him to meet
their needs. I certainly do not devalue those elements of prayer; they are spiritually and emotionally beneficial and clearly biblical. (Matthew 7:711; James 1:5, 4:2 and certainly better than expressing ourselves on social media.) However, by limiting prayer to only our expressions we may
miss what we really need – a word from God. In my prayer room 101 class I learned some important lessons.
Prayer is an expression of our relationship with God – a life-giving exchange. There is nothing that compares to receiving a word from
the Holy Spirit spoken directly to our heart. I learned that faith comes by hearing (not talking) and hearing by the word of God. (Romans 10:17) A
word from our Heavenly Father clears emotional storms, heals ailing bodies, mends broken hearts and broken relationships. A word from the
Spirit restores lost dreams, liberates captives and brings hope into hopeless situations. His word to the heart births internal transformation,
reveals guidance in times of confusion, brings calm in the chaos and comfort in times of sorrow. “Soren Kierkegaard observed, ‘A man prayed,
and at first, he thought prayer was talking. But he became more and more quiet until in the end he realized that prayer was listening.’”
I learned that the Holy Spirit can be a bit sarcastic at times. Did you pick up on that in my story? Sometimes pouring out our heart to God
can sound more like blaming and complaining than praying. It can come across as accusatory and even rude, lacking the proper humility
appropriate when approaching our Heavenly Father.
I learned that it’s appropriate to initiate communication. As awesome as God is, it pleases Him when we approach Him. God has
initiated relationship with us therefore, He desires that we love Him enough and have faith enough to come to Him, sit at His feet and listen.
Jesus said, “Come to me all who are weary and heavy-laden and I will give you rest…” (Matthew 11:28-30)
I learned that rarely will the Spirit yell over the noise of life. But, He will respond if we quiet ourselves long enough to let Him
speak. “Be still, and know that I am God…” (Psalm 46:10) “Guard your steps as you go to the house of God and draw near to listen…Do not be
hasty in word or impulsive in thought to bring up a matter in the presence of God… therefore let your words be few.” (Ecclesiastes 5:1-2)
I learned that He knows us better than we know ourselves. “… for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him.” (Matthew 6:8)
The very hairs of your head are numbered… (Luke 12:7)and “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you…” (Jeremiah 1:5)
I learned that the Christian life is an inside-out life of personal transformation. Richard Foster said, “To pray is to change. Prayer is the
central avenue God uses to transform us.” William Carey said, “Prayer – secret, fervent, believing prayer – lies at the root of all personal
Godliness.” I believe that as we more consistently focus on the listening element of prayer we will be amazed and blessed to see what the Lord
will say to us.
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But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you
are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father
David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”
Luke 1:30-33
We have just come through the wonderful Christmas season and are starting a new year. The baby born on Christmas would be a few
weeks old and the wonderous events surrounding His arrival would still be fresh in the minds of those who had witnessed His birth. Of
course, this story did not begin on December 25th and end on the 26th. More than a year before, Zechariah and Elizabeth heard from
an angel that they would have a son to be named John. Six months later, Mary and Joseph were visited and given the message that
they would have a child who they would name Jesus. Angels came to give a message to the shepherds on the night of His birth, and
still to come in the months ahead are messages to Joseph and the wise men. This story is full of angels who over a period of years
convey the message of God to men.
The English term angel is derived from the Latin word angelus based on the Greek word angelos which literally meant “messenger,
envoy, or one that announces.” The birth story of Jesus is full of divine messengers who impart God’s message. Angels have
performed many functions throughout the Biblical narrative, from leading heavenly armies, acting as guards and protectors, and
carrying out God’s judgment, but our focus will be on angels as messengers.
First, angels make announcements. In these instances these announcements were about miraculous, seemingly impossible events
coming to pass. An older woman passed the age of childbearing would have her first child, and a young woman who had never had a
sexual relationship would find herself pregnant with not just a child but the Son of God. This was miraculous news for the world.
“...good news that will cause great joy for all the people,” as the angel said to the shepherds.
Although we are not angelic beings like Gabriel, we are messengers announcing a Savior, the Messiah by whose death all men would
have an opportunity to be in communion with God. When we share the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection we are
evangelizing, doing the work of an evangelist. Euangelistes translates preacher of the gospel, or literally bringer of good news or
announce the good news. So we are God’s messengers today, it is the ministry of every individual who is part of God’s kingdom. Paul
makes this very clear in 2 Corinthians 5:20, “We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making His appeal through
us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.” Jesus at His ascension says, “...you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8b). We become the messengers today.
The angels also brought messages of warning. Joseph was warned by an angel to take Jesus and Mary away from the reach of King
Herod, and the wise men were warned in a dream not to return to Herod but to return to their country another way. In the same way,
not only does our message contain the good news, but we also warn of the consequences of sin. At the end of Mark, in his telling of
the Ascension, Jesus says to His disciples, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. Whoever believes and is
baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” (Mark 16:15-16) The consequences of rejecting God’s love
are disastrous. In Romans, Paul talks about the cost of sin and the benefits of following God, and then ends with this: “For the wages
of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23)
Not only do we announce and warn, as messengers we rejoice that the message is received. The angels rejoiced at the
announcement of Christ’s birth, but they also rejoice when a sinner repents (Luke 15:10). When we announce the good news, and we
pray that those who hear will be receptive to the call of God. In Luke chapter 10, Jesus tells His disciples that He has given them
authority to overcome all the power of the enemy, “However, do not rejoice that spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are
written in heaven.” (Luke 10:20)
Let this year be the year that you share the good news, God’s message to the world. Announce His truth, warn of the consequences
of ignoring the announcement, and rejoice for those that respond to God’s love. Be His messengers!
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With the new year comes a natural opportunity to evaluate the previous one and set goals for the next 12 months. We require God’s guidance
as we reflect on our efforts with honesty and humility, and so we turn to prayer as part of this process. I’d like to offer a few resources to assist
you in this.
1.

The Circle Maker- Praying Circles Around Your Biggest Dreams and Greatest Fears by Mark Batterson.

Within this book, Pastor Mark Batterson will teach you how to pray in a new way by drawing prayer circles around your dreams, your family, your
problems, and, most importantly, God’s promises. In the process, you’ll discover this simple, yet life-changing truth: God honors bold prayers
and bold prayers honor God. Pastor Mark has several follow-up books that are worthy reads as well. Draw The Circle, a 40-day Prayer
Challenge, and Praying Circles Around Your Children.
2.

Prayer Evangelism - How to Change the Spiritual Climate over Your Home, Neighborhood and City by Ed Silvoso.

In this book, Ed Silvoso shows that when you change a city's spiritual climate, everything--and everybody--is transformed. It was something the
early church knew innately and here, Ed shares a proven, biblical, and practical plan to help you change the spiritual climate of your city.
Fulfilling the Great Commission is no longer a distant hope; it is a fast-approaching reality that we may see in our own lifetime.
I hope these resources help you personally, and aid your efforts to lead your church into effectual prayer.
DISTRICT OFFICE RENOVATIONS
To update you on the renovations at the District office, I’m pleased to report that the removal and replacement of the asphalt parking lot has
been completed. We now turn our attention inside where we hope to tackle several projects.
1. LIGHTING - this project will include updating the lighting to more efficient LED lights and fixtures. If you know of any electricians within your
church that would be willing to help, please let me know.
2. NEW CLASSROOM - With the growing needs of DSOM, we’ll be transforming an existing office into classroom space. This project will
include demolition of some closets, repairing drywall, painting, and carpet installation. If you have any contractors in your church that would be
willing to help, please let me know.
I can be reached at Seacoast Chapel’s office (207) 282-3000 or my personal cell (207) 590-9336.

DISTRICT SCHOOL OF MINISTRY
The Spring semester will be starting in February, so this is the time for you to consider a great opportunity for learning here in
NNED. Whether you are interested in pursuing educational requirements for credentials, refreshing some of those biblical and
ministry areas you would like to grow in, or just like to learn with a small group of like-minded individuals, DSOM is the place for
you. Take a moment to glance at some of the courses we are offering in the upcoming months, and then get the answers to all
your questions by going to http://nnedaog.org/districtschool/. We look forward to seeing you.
Certified Level

Licensed Level

Ordained Level

Old Testament Survey - February 11
Intro to Hermeneutics - March 11
AG History, Missions and Governance - April 8
Intro. to Theology - May 13
Relationships & Ethics in Ministry - June 10

Prison Epistles - February 11
Eschatology - March 11
Theology of Missions - April 8
Evangelism - May 13
Conflict Resolution - June 10

Poetic Books - February 11
Church Administration, Finance & Law - March 11
Pastoral Ministry - April 8

Course Locations:
♦ District Office: Certified, Licensed and
Ordination Level Courses
♦ Milton, VT: Certified and Licensed Level
Courses
♦ Thomaston, ME: Certified Level Courses

Course Fees:
♦ One-time new student enrollment fee: $25
♦ Tuition fee per course: $55
(includes Study Guide)
♦ Class Audit: $25

♦ Textbooks are the responsibility of the student.
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District Officers and Sectional Presbyters
Superintendent: Daniel Abbatiello
Secretary/Treasurer: Edwin Shearer
Assistant Superintendent: Scott Batchelder
Joseph Cyr, Jr. (SE), Joseph Gnatek (SW),
Michael Hood (A), Jason Johnstone (N),
Michael Oldham (NW), R Thomas Wagers (NC),
Philip Wood (C)

City:

District Directors
District School of Ministry Director: Ed Shearer
Together Women Director: Abi Cyr
Men/Discipleship: Ed Shearer
NextGen Director/I.T.: Travis Nichelson
Intercultural Ministries: Lisa Marie Thibault
Royal Rangers Commander: Timothy Haynes
Girls Ministries Director: Vacant

MAIL TO:

SUBSCRIPTION IS FREE UPON REQUEST
The NNED News is a publication of the
Northern New England District Council
of the Assemblies of God
Editor: Karen Boudreau, Administrative Assistant

Northern New England District AG
501 Riverside St, Portland, ME 04103-1034
State

Zip

Address:
Name:
BULK MAIL IS NOT FORWARDED.
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