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Godõs Will in 2012 
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So many Christians fail to understand God's will from a biblical 
standpoint.  Did you know that you can hardly find a passage of 
Scripture that says "and this is God's will" that involves making a 
decision about where to go or what to do?  This statement ("God's 
Will" or "Will of God" is stated 25 times in the NIV) is almost always 
used in reference to the character of the person more than a 
particular decision that had to be made.  For instance, 1 Pet. 2:15 
and Eph. 6:6 both speak about God's will in terms of "doing good."  
In other words, it is God's will to "do good" at all times.   

Paul says in 1 Thess. 4:3 and Peter says in 1 Peter 4:2-3 that "God's will" is to be sexually 
pure, to be sanctified.  Heb. 10:36 and 1 John 2:17 refer to perseverance as "God's will" for the 
believer.  Paul mentions in 2 Cor. 8:5 that the giving of finances was "God's will" and states in 1 
Thess. 5:18 that thankfulness ("giving thanks in all circumstances") is "God's will."   

Probably the clearest clue to what "God's will" is all about is found in Rom. 12:2 "Do not 
conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is -- His good, pleasing and perfect 
will."  Notice here the connection between a renewed or transformed mind and doing God's will.  

"God's will" deals with WHAT WE ARE before WHAT WE DO; it is primarily "CHARACTER" 
before CHOICES.  Too many Christians struggle to find God's will, but it is not that complicated.  
"God's will" deals primarily with WHAT WE ARE.  And, when we ARE the right person we will 
choose the right things and make the right decisions!   

"God's will" flows from WHAT WE ARE and not what we are facing.  The verses of the Bible 
reveal that many of the things that happened to God's people could not have been known, but 
they are described as "God's will" after the fact.  These pronouncements almost always follow 
those who had walked with God, in other words, because they had their heart right with God the 
decisions they made were God's will.  So often we try and find ñGod's willò backwards, we strive 
to discover it first and then hope we can do it, but when we are what we are supposed to be 
before God we will discover doing His will comes naturally!  Much of the mystery of God's will 
and finding it is thus removed when we understand that it involves what we are before what we 
do,  1 Thess. 5:13  "give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus."   

God's will is a thankful attitude!  Jesus always did the will of the Father because He was always 
right before His father; He thus always did God's will out of what He was and so the choices He 
made reflected God's will.  We would struggle much less in doing God's will if we were 
"transformed by the renewing of our minds é then we WOULD test and approve what God's will 
is é His good and perfect will!"   

As our minds are transformed, so are our actions, and the resulting choices both test and 
approve what God's will is.  For those choices flow from a redeemed mind and a redeemed 
heart.  If you are struggling to find God's will, first find out what God wants you to be in Him, then 
make choices from a godly point of view and test and approve what His will is é His perfect will!  
Most of what is God's will for our lives has already been revealed in the Scriptures.  You won't 
miss God's will when you are conformed to the image of His son!  So, are you doing God's will?  
Will you find Godôs will in 2012?  You will if you are what He wants you to be. 

Deb and Rev. Andrew Brown 
Rev. Dennis (District Superintendent), 

and Bevie Jo Marquardt  

Pastoral Installation 
November 13, 2011 

New Beginnings AG, Manchester, NH 
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D R I V E  A N D  C E L L  U S E ñ B E W A R E  

This past week as I was driving from our office to the post office on Forest Avenue, a busy thoroughfare, 
in Portland.  I glanced to my left and the driver was very clearly texting while driving, then glancing into 
my rear view mirror, the driver behind me was looking down, obviously busy (texting?), not paying 
attention to his driving. The driver in front of me had her right hand to her ear, talking on a cell phone. I 
was amazed by the lack of driving attention that was occurring around me. 
 
Cell phones play a prominent role in our daily communications. Smart phones have even expanded the 
way we communicate from just phone calls to texting, emailing, Facebooking, and tweeting. The cell 
phone consumes our lifestyle. It can also be a serious distraction. 
 
The local news media here in Portland, Maine has recently been reporting on a tragic automobile 
accident in which two passengers were killed and the driver seriously injured. It has been reported that 
the driver was texting while driving and lost control of the car. 
 
Richard Hammar, legal council for the Assembles of God and author of Church Law & tax Report, in his 
November/December 2011 issue reports the following statistics: 

· 20% of injury crashes in 2009 involved reports of distracted drivers. 
· Of those killed in distracted driving related accidents, 995 were reports of cell phone distractions. 
· Drivers who use hand-held devices are four times as likely to be involved in an injury accident. 
· Using a cell phone while driving, whether it is hand-held or hands-free, delays a driver's reaction as 

much as having a blood alcohol concentration at the legal limit of .08 percent. 
 
Even as I am writing this article, my local newspaperôs opinion page today is advocating the complete 
ban on the use of hand-held and hands-free cell phones while driving. Texting is already illegal in 
Maine. 
 
The use of cell phones are playing a greater role in causing accidents that result in bodily harm and 
death. Cell phone use resulting in auto accidents is also the cause for more lawsuits.  Churches are 
being sued and found liable in accident cases where the pastor or another church staff member was 
found to be using the cell phone while driving. Such suits have been based on the perspective that the 
pastor or staff person was representing the church while driving and using their cell phone when the 
accident occurred. By comparing the cell phone records with the carôs ñevent data recorderò it is 
possible to prove that a driver was indeed using his or her cell phone for church purposes. 
 
Whatôs the solution? Donôt use your cell phone while driving. Maybe itôs time to seriously consider some 
policy changes at your church. At the very least, maybe itôs time to modify your personal behavior while 
driving with a cell phone. I have. 

Around the District  
PAC Church Opening 
  Cambridge Community Church, Cambridge VT 
Resigned 
  Peter H. DellõErba 

March 19 NorthwestðMilton, VT 

March 20 SouthwestðKeene, NH 

March 22 White MountainðBethlehem, NH 

March 23 SoutheastðRaymond, NH 

March 26 AroostookðCaribou, ME 

March 27 NorthernðLincoln, ME 

March 29 CentralðSaco, ME 

March 30 N CentralðChelsea, ME 

 

3:00ð4:30 Session 

4:30ð5:00 Business & Elections 

5:00 Dinner 

SECTIONAL COUNCILS 2012 
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W ouldn't it be nice if there was an easy 1-2-3 answer to all of life's problems? What about a universe so 
simple that you knew every time you did something, it would always bring about the same result? The 

world isn't like that at all and it can be frustrating because we really have no grasp on its basic function.  
 

S cientists keep trying to break it down into smaller and smaller pieces, hoping that if they can get small 
enough everything will suddenly fall into place. Sooner or later they would come to the smallest pieces, 

the basic building blocks of the universe, and yet every time they try, it always leads to something smaller, 
something hinted at but not known. We want to do this with our theology, get to the basics, what are the 
causes and effects, clean things up. But the truth is life is messy. Things are much more complicated than 
they seem, and sometimes we don't get to see the good or bad that comes from any event. 
 

S ome actions have pretty specific results and/or costs. If I walk off the edge of a cliff, I will fall. I cannot 
keep walking through thin air until there is ground beneath me again. But all of life is not that simple. Sin 

is much more subtle than that. Consequences are delayed, so we think that there is no effect to our sin. The 
same thing happens when we do good things, the reward is not always immediate. A few days ago, my 
brother was relating a story from Ted Dekker's ñWhen Heaven Weeps.ò A cruel commander in the Balkans 
at the end of WWII terrorized a town and their priest. When he is going to hang the priest, a young girl offers 
to give her life in place of the priest. In our simple understanding of right and wrong, justice and injustice, we 
would first expect that Abraham's experience with his son Isaac would be repeated here. No innocent life 
would need to be given, God would intervene. Then if that did not happen we would at least say that the 
young girl would die but her sacrifice would not be in vain, because the priest would be saved and make an 
impact for the rest of his life. But life is messy, in this story the cruel and evil soldier kills the young girl and 
then proceeds to hang the priest as well. There seems to be only negative results from her loving action. It 
appears her death was in vain, the priest's life is not spared. The simple cause and effect, the do this and 
then this will come about does not happen. 
 

S o we begin to rationalize, bargain, or rant. God you aren't playing by the rules. You aren't keeping Your 
promise. You don't really exist. But the truth is, things are not as simple as they seem. The Scripture 

says, "Greater love has no man than this, that he would lay down his life for a friend." Notice it doesn't say 
the friend will be saved, it doesn't say the end will be positive, the emphasis is on the your action not the 
result. What we miss many times is that the end doesn't justify the means; God is looking at how it is 
accomplished as much as what is accomplished. Yes, He can use anything to bring about His results, but 
for you as a child of God, the how is very important. Moses never entered the Promised Land because of 
how he brought water from the rock. God said speak but Moses struck. 
 

I llness, accidents, evil, tribulation. All are seemingly unpredictable and almost whimsical, striking at odd 
times and seemingly not caused by any particular action or position on our part. The book of Job spends 

all its chapters trying to make sense of great loss and suffering in the life of a man who feared and followed 
God. There was no cause and effect here. Job wasn't out sinning against God day and night, and now 
getting what he deserved. The story tells us he prayed and sacrificed for his children every day, and then a 
windstorm comes and the house falls on them and kills them all. Life is messy. How do we make sense of 
this? 
 

I t is all in our understanding of the world. We can't understand the world better by using science to find the 
smallest particles. We can understand the world better by getting to know the creator and His purposes.  

On this earth, this sinful earth, life is messy. It isn't as clean and uneventful as we think it should be. Every 
prayer doesn't get answered the way we want it to. And God doesn't follow our idea of justice and fairness. 
When we realize that the little girl offering her life was the result, that Job continuing to trust his Creator was 
the end we were looking for, and that losing our life here is the means to the end not the end itself, we will 
start to make sense of the mess we see in this world. Trust God, He's the One who makes sense of the 
mess. 

NEAG Camp 2012 
 

We have exciting news for Camp 
2012. We are teaming up with the 
Southern New England District to 
hold New England AG Camp this 

summer at Rumney Bible 
Conference in Rumney, NH. Yes, 

we are moving and camp is going 
to be bigger and better than ever. 
This year there will be five weeks 

of camp to offer more 
opportunities for students and 

groups . Two weeks of Kids Camp 
are first, then a week of Youth 
Camp, followed by Senior High 
Camp, and finishing with Junior 

High Camp. Start planning now to 
be a part of this exciting event. 

Here are the dates: 
  

Kids Camp -July 2-6 
Kids Camp -July 9-13 

Youth (Jr/Sr High) Camp - July 16-20 
Sr. High Camp °July 23-27 

Jr. High Camp °July 30-Aug 3 
 

March 17, 2012 
 

NNED 
Fine Arts Festival  

 

First Assembly of God  
Auburn, NH 

 

Join us on Saturday, March 17, as 
young people from all across Northern 
New England gather to showcase their 

talents for God. Categories include vocal 
solos and ensembles, instrumentals, 

worship teams, Christian band, human 
video, drama, art, photography, 

writing, and many more. For more 
information check out 

www.nnedaog.org/YOUTH.HTM and 
click on the Fine Arts link. 

L I F E  I S  M E S S Y  



Guest Speaker: 
Greg Hubbard 
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 or go to our website:  

Activities, Fellowship,  

Workshops and Worship  

all for Men!  

DISTRICT REGISTRATION FEE: 

$40.00 per Person 
(Includes LFTL Dinner Friday Evening) 

 

DISTRICT POSTMARK DEADLINE: 

April 27, 2012  
 

LODGING & MEALS PACKAGE PLAN: 

Please refer to Jordan Grand Housing Form  

for details and deadlines. 


