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AG ASSEMBLIES OF GOD

_;h
Familiarity Breeds Discontent!

The story of Israel's journey through the wilderness for about 40 years is a hugateEssrobdistentefiheir
journey started with a huge victory over Egypt; actually God's huge victory over Egypt! They stood abeptwatmwitnes
of God in holding back the enemy all night while He opened the Red sea and held back the waters as easily as He
their enemies. They stood on the shoreline on the other side of slavery and watched God drown all theirtenemies ¢
threat of slavery from them.

After setting them free they kzegannefilled with God's provision and.pdWeir first attempt to cross the Jordon came
only months after leaving Egypt, however as they arrived on the shores of the "Promise Land," crossingQveg a disn
month&fter watching God part the Red sea and giving them victory over the most powerful nation on earth they par
report of the 12 spies and filled each other with fear about the "giants" in the new land. Only a fewmegatitstimey thei
were forgetting the great God that delivered them! They Covepdaegding to diedhically God grants them their wish!
That entire generation died in the wilderness as a result of their lack of faith. The exceptions would heh#oshua and
admonished them to trust God and go for it. It is amazing that they could go frofaxhisisBateriteatpeople feared the
Lord and put their trust in him and in Moses higs#ngaoily months |ddaut. 1:26B7a "you rebelled against the
command of the Lord your God. You grumbled in your tents and said, "The Lord hates us;"

What strikes me as odd is all the things God had done over those months in the desert too. He had given them
easy task in a desert for over 3 million people! God had led them by a pillar of fire by night, and a clodadybypelay; the
one day without the visible presence of God in their midst! Their clothes and shoes did not wear out; ahtythey wer:
God- "manna(The Hebrew word "manna" means, "what is it?" ... an interrogativé ol igatectivem victory over all
enemies in the wilderness also. God had literally met their EVERY need; and showed His presence to #iem daily.
these "daily" miracles they rebelled against Him and compléiaetdliafityligad bred contempt.”

It is easy to sit in judgment on Israel from the vantage point of thousands of years later; but | fear Ithecsameprone
way at timés&sod must hate rbetause He didn't come through or answer my prayers like | wanted Him to. Itis too e:
that first generation to task for their inconsiderate heart toward a God who had done everything for thenm; when | ch
| discover that it is just as easy to be guilty of doing this today too!

Having lived over a half century now | can recall many times when God has clearly been at work in rlif@s Ironi
age | can still allow discontent to grip my heart, especially if | am not guarding my heart and mind,c&sbimn listening tc
discontent. | understand even more clearly today Paul's adm&ushr2r [ido not conform any longer to the pattern
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and apprevesxg@id;od's
pleasing and perfect wiliiust allow God's renewing power over my mind on a daily basis, especially if | am to test ar
His will in my life.

One of Israel's problems was that they listened to the discontent ofivuma.at18%2a "And they spread among the
Israelites a bad report about the land they had esplomech'so that by evening they were all wailing at the entrance of
tents!Deut. 1:28a very tellingOur brothers have

Pastoral Consecration Pastoral Consecration made us lose heai@iscontent breeds discontent
December 20, 2009 March 7, 2010 that is why we need to be careful who we are talki
CEELENDARITIRTECEtS  JOEUELRSL TN MISYIIN  \\ith and who speaks into our lives. There was a
minority report that was good. At least one of the
spies had a good repduaim. 13:30b "Then Caleb
silenced the people before Moses and said, "We
should go up and take possession of the land, for:
can certainly do iThe majority isn't always right!

How about you? Who are you listening to? Do
you recall all of God's mercies, which are new eve
morning? If you are facing some tough things, do
remember the God who has been with you all you
SRV EE U CU R CIVE T N e ley  life, and all the things He has done? Keep your tr

(district superintendent), Martha a (ESOENVISEVAENNEERGREEWE in Him, He never forsakes, forgets, or fails!
Rev. S. David Stanly (pastor) Marquardt (district superintendent
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Can You Recession-Proof the Church?

Some churches are experiencing a decrease in income as people or programs? (4) Be a generous leader. Is your
result of the economic uncertainties in which we a living. giving done out of duty or out of joy? Ask yourself this
Is there anything we can do to ensure that churches an question:If everyone in my church gave like | do, would
ministries remain healthy and viable? Should the current that be a good thing for the kingdom of Gddearned
economic conditions have iearlyinmy ministry, as a church planter, this valuables
church? | do believe that there are some steps that we ca lesson:the spirit of the leader will be the spirit of the
take to limit the financial impact that our economy may people you are leading.

be having on your church. Consider these factors.

L _ There must be Transparency. A culture of
Vision is one factor that has a tremendous influence generosity is built on the foundation of transparency.

over what is happening within the church. A visiniven This is where church budgeting becomes important. | am
church is passionate about its mission and purpose. N¢ surprised by the number of churches that do not utilize
matter how fancy or C r e ¢ budgets. A good budget plan creates freedom, facilitates
statement is, it should break down simply good strategy, and empowers people. A
to this - Love God and Love Peop well thought out budget communicates to
found in Mark 12:361. Reaching th VISION the congregation what is important.

lost and bringing them into the kingdd Removing the veil of secrecy regardin

of God is the key to church growth ant CULTURE OF GENEROSITY t he gc hurchos yf ign a r?c
step toward t he TRANSPARENCY help to build confidence and motivate
security. The Great Commission is { people in their giving.

Godgiven reason that the church exists.

Ask yourself this questionWhat ministries, outreaches, These suggestions may not be absolute in recession
events and activities of the church being entirely focused proofing your church, but I do believe they can go a long
outside the four walls of my churchl? have read way in helping to navigate our present economic
somewhere that new bel i ev downturn thatis affecting some of our churches. Above r
least 18 months. If this is true, then the next factor must al | el se, remember, your ¢
be considered in recession proofing the church.

Develop aCulture of Generosity. How do you Rev. Gregg Randall, District Secretary
foster a culture of generosity? (1) Teach on stewardship Treasurer presenting the Ministry

on a consistent and regular basis. There are some License to Rev. Brian McLaughlin, Youth
wonderful tools to assist the pastor and church leadership. Pastor at New Life AG, Bethlehem, NH
Crown Financial Ministries and Financial Pace

University offer small group study materials that teach

biblical principles regarding money. Pastors are called to I

'aol t hat

body of Chri st may be buil ) Ad
generosityor sacrificial givingas one of you
core values. We are living in an age where materialism is
a god. We must help our congregations to come to terms
with a gracious giving God who inspires us to be the
same. It is God who owns everything and He has
entrusted to us the responsibility of being faithful
stewards. (3) Put your money where your mission is.
Having a vision and mission statement is not enough.
They must be lived out in practical and obvious ways.

Where does the church invest its financial resources? In

iprepare Godbés people for w
t
r
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REBEL

rebel -one who dissents from an accepted moral code or convention of behavig

Rebel is a word that usually has bad connotations. Whether we use it as a houn: That guy
or we use it as a verb: Letds rebel agai
in reaction to something good. In the Civil War the soldiers from the southern statesisvere
because the northern states wanted to preserve the union, and those in the south wanted
Citizens havebelled against their governments; subject statesbletled against their rulers;
children havebelled against their parents; and civilizatimbblisd against God. And yet
rebelling does not have to be a negative activity. Recently, at our District Youth Conventi
speaker encouraged the studentsabdi® , individuals who stood up for what was right and t
disagreeing with the accepted moral code and behavior of their peers.

In the book of Daniel, we find a story that shows this pogitilselkiridanfiel and other young Je
exiles were chosen to serve in the court of King Nebuchadnezzar. They entered a world w
availability of all the most decadent foods, drinks, and entertainments were available. Thei
taught them to eat properly, to reverence and trust in God, and to stay true to their moral ¢
King ordered that they be given access to all the foods on his table, that they be required t

and wine given to them by the king. He asked the chief of staff for permission not to eat th

foodsé. iPl ease test us for ten Adayd hen e
days, see how we | ook compared to the ot
deci si on i n I(Dagehl8, 12,f13; MANEEandyhis threesfreerds ahosteaio
against Babyl onds accepted code of behayv
behavior.

Being @aebel can be a really bad thing whemgjmmllion i s agai nst the p

what got the world in trouble in the first place. The sin of Satarebeiiame, afanting to put
hi msel f in
of good and evil. Many tilesllion leads us down the path of sin. But we ¢abellsagainst

sin. We can decide that following the norms or codes that have been laid out and espouse
have no desire to serve God is no longer the right way to live. Daniel and his friends made|
would not eat from the Kingds
kingds mor al code meant that

they woul d

Later on in the story of Daniel, his threeéiehdagainst an edict from the King once again. In

all the other candidates, and the King was happy with the results. But this time when they
bef ore the
into a furnace heated so hot that the men who threw them into the furnace would die from
are consequences to beirgdpal , sometimes very costly ones.

Just a few weeks ago, the BYU womends ru
play their next game for a chance to reach the Final Four. The only problem was the game
for Sunday. Because they believe Sunday is a holy day, the team chose to forfeit the gam
following the accepted code of behavior. They lost their chance to play on towards a natio
They stood up for their beliefs, they chossbiglde

What about us? If we truly are going to be representatives of God in this worldebedsnedhi
accepted moral code of today violates Go

ones. Be a Daniel in your world, one who

debauchery of the court, riélegiled . But Daniel was determined not to defile himself by eat}

G o d éelselleg | when ¢hey vidlated the irstiudtions moeto eat of {he

rrebebidn e agairistiiheg y

Ki n g éebelliont letame evidenthTeey wauld lwe dourdfand tthit

consequences; you may need to turn down opportunities, others may ridicule or attack you, t
will be worth the cost. Six hundred and fifty students went home to their communities from|cc
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. Two weeks this summe

is Kid-s Ca
:gl July 126 hm
o Singing Hills Conference Center
Plainfield, NH
Agesdl
bn
- Youth Camp
July 123
Wi Singing Hills Conference Center
he Plainfield, NH
u Ages 127
od

0 i Join us for an exciting week of camp

g There are all kinds of activities going «

St and each evening we have great mu:

¢ and an engaging learning time wher&

explore who God? i

us, and how we can become bqtte;{
followers of Him.

Early registration $185
Regular registration $199
www.nnedaog.org/camp.htm

r

Adults: Do you enjoy working with
students? Are willing to donate a week
time this summer so that students gcrc

the District can have a great timg at
camp? We can use you. If you are
interested in volunteering as a group

d |
th

b

tr

previous situation, things worked out, they ate vegetables and drank water, got stronger and |eader at NNED summer camps, pick

ef an application form at your local AG

church or download one from
www.nnedaog.org/forms.htm

L
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SPEED THE LIGHT

The students of NNE have set a goal
bi $46,000 for STL this year. Through the
d  giving to STL we have been ablé to

provide vehicles for our missionafids
' “around the world as well as boat moto
trailers, and communications equipme

(@]

determined to bebels for God. How about you? REBEL.




Guest Speaker:

Rev. Michael
Fernandez
Worship time with
filltho Hour

4

Chris Tower from CWC in
“% Barrington, NH- Advanced to
National Fine Arts Festival

Diane Chag
sharing wit
NNED student
about Speed t
Light

AA. C. T. 0o from Fir st
Auburn, NH- Advanced to National Fine
Arts Festival in Detroit, Ml

2009 Speed the Light Award winners




